ORDINANCE NO. 1577

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF DES MOINES, WASHINGTON

relating to the Des Moines Parking Code amending DMMC 18.44.040,
18.44.060, 18.44.097, 18.44.099 and 18.44.110.

WHEREAS, DMMC 18.44 establishes regulations for loading
areas and off-street parking throughout the City as well as in
the Pacific Ridge Neighborhood specifically, and

WHEREAS, the City Council supports reducing restrictive
development regulations in the Pacific Ridge Neighborhood to
facilitate redevelopment as a high density, commercially viable
mixed use neighborhood, and

WHEREAS, the City Council supports reducing ambiguity and
increasing clarity in the code related to parking regulations
throughout the City to ensure a better understanding of what is
currently allowed and prohibited, and

WHEREAS, many Pacific Ridge properties are not improved
to the extent presently allowed by the City of Des Moines
Comprehensive Plan and the Zoning Code and are unlikely to be
redeveloped in the near future without changes to the City’s
development regulations, and

WHEREAS, Strategy 2-04-08 of the Land Use Element of the
Comprehensive Plan states that the City should “encourage
improvement of the Pacific Ridge Neighborhood by working with
the business community and other representative organizations to
achieve the goals of the City of Des Moines Comprehensive Plan”,
and

WHEREAS, those development professionals and Pacific
Ridge property owners have encouraged the City to be more
flexible 1in waiving required parking and reducing parking
requirements by capitalizing on the proximity to Seattle-Tacoma
International Airport and allowing the marketplace to decide how
best to achieve the City’s broad development goals, and

WHEREAS, the City Council directed City staff to prepare
ordinances for its considerations which create more flexible
development regulations for Pacific Ridge, and

WHEREAS, the City believes these goals can be achieved
with changes implemented by this Ordinance in conjunction with
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changes to the Pacific Ridge Zone and City-wide sign regulations
as envisioned by Policies 11-03-14 and 11-03-15, and

WHEREAS, the proposed textual code amendment is
consistent with the range of impacts studied under the SEPA
Planned Action Environmental Impact Statement, the Pacific Ridge
Neighborhood Improvement Plan and the Comprehensive Plan, and

WHEREAS, the SEPA responsible official reviewed this
proposed non-project action and determined that the proposed
textual code amendments are within the scope of the existing
environmental documents, and

WHEREAS, the SEPA responsible official determined that
the existing environmental documentation fulfilled the SEPA
requirements established by Chapter 197-11 WAC and Chapter 16.04
DMMC pursuant to WAC 197-11-600 and DMMC 16.04.108, and

WHEREAS, pursuant to DMMC 18.56.080 amendment of the
Zoning Code (Title 18 DMMC) is a legislative (Type VI) land use
decision, and

WHEREAS, pursuant to DMMC 18.56.200 amendments to the
zZzoning Code (Title 18 DMMC) require the City Council to conduct

a public hearing to receive public comment regarding this
proposal, and

WHEREAS, DMMC 18.60.120(2) requires that the date of the
public hearing to consider amendments to Title 18 DMMC be set by
motion of the City Council, and

WHEREAS, the City Council set the date for the public
hearing by Resoclution No. 1235, fixing the public hearing for
August 8, 2013, and

WHEREAS, the textual code amendments proposed in this
Ordinance were provided to the Department of Commerce as
required by RCW 36.70A.106, and

WHEREAS, notice of the public hearing was issued on
July 17, 2013 in accordance with the DMMC, and
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WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on August 8, 2013 and
continued to September 12, 2013 where all persons wishing to be
heard were heard, and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the amendments

contained in this Ordinance are appropriate and necessary; now
therefore,

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DES MOINES ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:

Sec. 1. DMMC 18.44.040 and section 4 of Ordinance No. 695
as amended by section 62 of Ordinance No. 770 as amended by
section 1 of Ordinance No. 1448 as amended by section 1 of
Ordinance No. 1453 as amended by section 1 of Ordinance No. 1475
as amended by section 1 of Ordinance No. 1530 are amended to
read as follows:

Modification of parking provisions.

(1) Number of spaces. The City Manager or
the City Manager’s designee may, by formal action,
waive or modify the number of spaces required,
establishing the amount of required parking for
uses involving very limited number of employees or
which do not require personnel and daily
attendance or for which the number of parking
spaces proposed 1s demonstrated sufficient to
fully serve the use, is consistent with the intent
of this chapter and when strict application of the
code would result 1in unnecessary hardship. The
Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE)
Parking Generation Manual or an independent
consultant study are examples that could be used
to demonstrate sufficiency of proposed parking.

(2) Dimensions. In cases where the strict
application of this title would unreasonably limit
full utilization of a site for parking, the code
official may authorize a reduction of up to three
percent of any minimum dimension required in this
chapter, except where such reduction would
substantially restrict ease of travel or
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maneuverability of wvehicles using the parking
facility.

(3) Marina District. The parking
provisions for commercial uses established by DMMC
18.44.060 are waived; provided, that there 1is
compliance with all the following standards:

(a) The property is zoned downtown
commercial according to the official zoning map.

(b) Residential uses within a
mixed-use development are not included 1in this
exemption. Residential uses in a mixed use building
shall comply with the requirements established by
DMMC 18.44.060.

(c) The property owner shall enter
into a no protest agreement regarding the formation
of a downtown business or parking improvement
disteriat.

(d) This provision 1is only wvalid
until December 31, 2013.

(4) Interim uses. The City Manager or the
City Manager’s designee may, by formal action,
waive or modify other requirements of this chapter
for uses not to exceed five (5) years including but
not limited to exceptions for non-conflicting time
in use and design requirements in DMMC 18.44.096
through 18.44.107 for commercial developments, upon
approval of a plan that is consistent with the
intent of this chapter and when strict application
of the code would result in unnecessary hardship.
The site plan showing the location of the parking
on the property and parking plan must include
provisions for:

(a) Improved parking meeting all
City design requirements meeting at least fifty
(50) percent of the required parking.
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(b) User safety, including
lighting and site security.

() The required number of ADA
parking stalls per the International Building Code
and required pedestrian access to and from the
building for physically disabled as well as able
bodied.

(4) Adegquate site drainage.

(5) Safe vehicle access to and egress
from the parking lot.

(6) A parking operations plan including:
(a) The hours of operations;
(b) A detailed description of the
parking operation including methods to control

noise, glare from impacting adjacent properties,
and methods to eliminate any impacts on adjacent or
nearby residential neighborhoods;

(c) The name, address and phone
number of the operator of the parking.

(7) Assurances and guarantees to suspend
interim parking use at the end of the permitted
period unless extended and restore the site.

The interim use may be extended an additional three
(3) years upon application. In approving the plan
or the extension request, the City Manager or the
City Manager’s designee may 1impose additional
conditions including but not limited to a
requirement for the applicant to post a performance
bond or other security guaranteeing that it will
cease the interim wuse at the end of approved
period.
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Sec. 2.

1577

DMMC 18.44.060 and section 6 of Ordinance No. 695

as amended by section 9 of Ordinance No. 793 as amended by
section 9 of Ordinance No. 1104 as amended by section 7 of

Ordinance No.

1140 as amended by section 6 of Ordinance No. 1170

as amended by section 13 of Ordinance No. 1197 as amended by
section 10 of Ordinance No. 1267 as amended by section 12 of

Ordinance No.

1378 as amended by section 2 of Ordinance No. 1409

are amended to read as follows:

Required number of off-street parking spaces. The
minimum  number of off-street parking spaces
required of each use shall be provided as follows:

shops,

(1) Appliance (retail), bakeries, cabinet
dry-cleaning, furniture stores, heating

services: one parking space per 400 square feet of
gross flcoor area.

space

(2) Auto and boat sales, new and used: one
per 1,000 square feet of floor space of

showrcom and service facilities; but in no case
shall there be less than six spaces provided.

(3) Day care centers and mini-day care

programs: one space for each 10 children or one for
each staff member, whichever 1s greater, and one
passenger loading and unloading space for each 20
children.

(4) Hardware and building supplies: one

space per 400 square feet of gross floor area.

{i5) Industrial and manufacturing

activities.

(a) Freight terminals and

wholesale facilities: one parking space per two
employees on a maximum work shift, or one per 1,000

square

feet of gross floor area; use whichever is

greater.

(b) Manufacturing, including but

not limited to the following, except that no retail
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operations are included: research and testing
laboratories, creameries, bottling establishments,
bakeries, upholstery shops, printing and engraving
shops: two parking spaces for each three employees
on a maximum work shift, or one space per 700
square feet of gross floor area; use whichever is
greater.

(&) Uncovered storage area: one
parking space for each 2,000 square feet of area.

(d) Warehouse and storage: two
parking spaces for each three employees or one
space for each 1,500 square feet of gross floor
area; use whichever is greater.

(6) Laundry, self-service: one parking
space per 250 square feet of gross floor area.

(7) Medical facilities.

(a) Convalescent, rest homes,
retirement homes, nursing and health institutions:
one parking space for each two employees, plus one
space for each four bkeds.

(b) Hospitals: one parking space
for each three beds, plus one parking space for
each staff doctor, plus one parking space for each
three employees.

(8) Motels, motor hotels, and hotels: one
parking space per hotel rcom plus two parking
spaces for a resident manager or employees. In
Pacific Ridge, this 1is reduced to 0.9 parking
spaces per hotel room when no airport shuttle is
provided and to 0.75 parking spaces per hotel room
when ailrport shuttle is provided.

(9) Motor vehicle, small engine, and boat
repair and services: one parking space for each 600
square feet of gross floor area.
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(10) Offices, including professional and
business, banks, and related activities: one space
per 350 square feet of gross floor area.

(11) Offices not providing customer
services on the premises: one space for each 800
square feet of gross floor area.

(12) Personal services.

{a) C-C zone: one parking space
per 300 square feet of gross floor area.

(b) D-C and PR zones: one parking
space per 350 square feet of gross floor area.

fa) H-C =zone: one parking space
per 200 square feet of gross floor area.

(13) Pleasure craft moorage: one parking
space for each two moorage stalls.

(14) Public assembly and recreation.

(a) Assembly halls, auditoriums,
stadiums, sports arenas, and community clubs: one
parking space for every three persons based on
occupancy load.

(b) Churches: one parking space
per five seats in the principal place of assembly
for worship, including balconies and choir loft.

Where fixed seats consist of pews or benches, the
seating capacity is computed upon not less than 20
lineal inches of pew or bench length per seat. If
there are no fixed seats, then one parking space
for each 40 square feet of gross floor area in such
principal place of assembly or worship shall be
provided.
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(c) Libraries and museums: one
parking space per 250 square feet of gross floor
area.

(d) Parks: &as determined by the

planning agency.

(e) Theaters: one parking space for
each three seats.

(15) Residences.

(a) Single-family: two parking
spaces per dwelling unit.

(b) Duplex and townhouse: two
parking spaces per dwelling unit and one parking
space for every five dwellings for use as visitor
parking. A minimum of one visitor parking space
shall be provided.

(c) Multifamily.
(1) Two parking spaces per
dwelling.
(ii) Cne guest parking space

shall be provided per each 10 dwellings.

(1ii) For one-bedroom
dwellings within the PR zone: one and one-half
parking spaces per dwelling.

(d) Retirement apartments: One
parking space per dwelling unit, except that the
plan shall show two parking spaces, spaces not
initially installed. The additional parking spaces
plus required landscaping shall be installed at
such time that the structure is not wused for
retirement apartment purposes.

(e) Rooming and lodging houses:
one space per occupant.
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(f) Children’s institutions, homes for
the retired (group homes): one space for each five
employees plus one for each four beds.

(g) Mixed use.

(i) Except as provided
below, two parking spaces per dwelling.

(ii) Eor one-bedroom
dwellings within the PR =zone: one and one-half
parking spaces per dwelling.

(i1i) On-site parking for
nonresidential areas shall be provided based upon
the ratio specified by this section.

(h) Accessory living guarters: one
parking space.

(16) Restaurants, including drive-in
restaurants, night clubs, taverns, and lounges: one
parking space for each 125 square feet of gross
floor area, except that none shall be required for
establishments under 2,000 sgquare feet located in
the D-C and PR zones.

(17) Retail, Other.

(a) C-C zone: one parking space
per 300 square feet of gross floor area.

(b) D-C and PR zones: one parking
space per 350 square feet of gross floor area.

(c) H-C =zone: one parking space
per 250 square feet of gross floor area, except
there are a minimum of six spaces.

(18) Uses not specified. The parking
requirements for a use not provided for in this
section is determined in the manner set forth in
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DMMC 18.36.050, and such determination is based
upon the requirements for the most comparable use
specified in this section.

(19) Fractional spaces. When units of
measurement determining the number of required
parking spaces result in requirements of a
fractional space, a fraction one-half or more shall
require one parking space.

(20) Maximum number of off-street spaces.
Within the Pacific Ridge area, the number of off-
street spaces provided shall not exceed 150 percent
of the minimum number of spaces specified by this
section.

Sec. 3. DMMC 18.44.070 and section 7) of Ordinance No.
695 are amended to read as follows:

18.44.070 Compact car allowance.

(1) A maximum of 30 percent of the total
required off-street parking stalls may be permitted
and designated for compact cars.

(2) Each compact stall shall be
designated as such.

(3) Dimensions of compact parking stall
shall be eight and one-half feet by 17 feet, 144.5
square feet, as depicted in the table on the
following page.

(4) Compact stalls shall be dispersed
throughout the parking facility.
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Compact Car Stall Dimensions: minimum 8.5' x 17', 144.5

square feet.

Sec. 4, DMMC 18.44.097 and section 10(B) of Ordinance
No. 695 and section 1 of Ordinance No. 800, and section 33 of
Ordinance No. 1197 are amended to read as follows:

On-site driveway location. The following
requirements shall apply:

(1) Single-family dwellings. A driveway
serving individual single-family dwellings shall
maintain a minimum five-foot setback from an
interior lot line, a 20-foot setback from any alley
right-of-way parallel to the driveway (except where
access to the driveway 1s from the alley), a 25-
foot setback from any street right-of-way parallel
to the driveway, and a 45-foot setback from any
arterial street right-of-way parallel to the
driveway; provided further, however, that with
regard to the 45-foot setback from arterial streets
the City Manager or City Manager’s Designee shall
be authorized tc permit the location of a driveway
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at a point less than 45 feet but not less than 25
feet from an arterial street where the size of the
lot 1s such that the 45-foot requirement 1is
impractical; and provided further, that no driveway
in which parking is permitted may be located under
this subsection where in the professional opinion
of the City Manager or City Manager’s Designee,
documented in writing, dangerous traffic conditions
may result.

(2) Duplexes. A driveway serving a duplex
constructed on a single lot, except in planned unit
developments; shall have a maximum width of 24 feet
at their intersections with the street; the width
of all driveways serving a particular lot shall
consist of not more than 40 percent of the Ilot
frontage footage; the driveway shall maintain a 20-
foct setback from any alley right-of-way parallel
to the driveway (except where access to the
driveway 1s from the alley), a 25-foot setback from
any street right-of-way parallel to the driveway,
and a 45-foot setback from any arterial right-of-
way street parallel to the driveway; provided
further, however, that with regard to the 45-foot
setback from arterial streets the City Manager or
City Manager’s Designee shall be authorized to
permit the location cf the driveway at a point less
than 45 feet but not less than 25 feet from an
arterial street where the size of the lot 1s such
that the 45-foct requirement is impractical; and
provided further, that no driveway in which parking
is permitted may be located under this subsection
where 1in the professional opinion of the City
Manager or City Manager’s Designee, documented in
writing, dangerous traffic conditions may result.

(3) Townhouse dwellings. A driveway
serving one or more townhouse dwellings shall have
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a maximum width of 24 feet at its intersection with
the street, a minimum 20-foot setback from any
alley right-of-way parallel to the driveway (except
where access to the driveway 1is from the alley), a
25-foot setback from any street right-of-way
parallel to the driveway, and a 45-foot setback
from any arterial street right-of-way parallel to
the driveway; provided further, however, that with
regard to the 45-foot setback from arterial streets
the City Manager or the City Manager’s Designee
shall be authorized to permit the location of a
driveway at a point less than 45 feet but not less
than 25 feet from an arterial street where the size
of the lot is such that the 45-foot reguirement is
impractical; and provided further, that no driveway
in which parking is permitted may be located under
this subsection where in the professional opinion
of the City Manager or City Manager’s Designee,
documented in writing, dangerous traffic conditions
may result.

Sec. 5. DMMC 18.44.099 and section 10(D) of Ordinance No.
695 and section 343 of Ordinance No. 1197, and section 4 of
Ordinance No. 1237 are amended to read as follows:

Driveways and maneuverability.

(1) Adequate 1ingress to and from each
parking space shall be provided without moving
another wvehicle and without backing more than 50
feet, except that vehicles may be parked in a
stacked or tandem way upon City approval of a
stacked or valet ©parking plan developed 1in
accordance with section 18.44.097 (7)) below. All
parking spaces shall be so arranged that ingress
and egress 1s possible without backing over a
sidewalk or walkway/ bicycle area unless
specifically approved by the City Manager or the
City Manager’s Designee.
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(2) Turning and maneuvering space shall
be located entirely on private property except that
the usable portion of an alley may be credited as
aisle space subject to approval as to safety by the
City Manager or City Manager’s Designee.

(3) Backing onto public streets to exit a
parking stall shall be prohibited, except in
single-family residential and RA zones.

(4) When off-street parking is provided
in the rear o¢f a building and a driveway lane
alongside the building provides access to the rear
parking area, such driveway shall require a minimum
width of 12 feet and a sidewalk of at least a
three-foot section, adjoining the building, curbed
cr raised six inches above the driveway surface.

(5) Ingress and egress to any off-street
parking lot shall not be located closer than 20
feet from point of tangent to an intersection or
crosswalk. They may not be permitted where, in the
opinion of the City Manager or City Manager’s
Designee, dangerous or confusing traffic patterns
would result.

(6) Driveway intersections with north-south
bearing streets shall be minimized to the extent
possible in order to diminish traffic hazards, to
conserve space and to promote orderly development
generally. Driveways shall be limited to one per
building site per street frontage, except the
lesser of one driveway for each 150 feet of street
frontage or three driveways for two 1lots having
common parking may be permitted upon a finding of
the City Manager or City Manager’s Designee that
smoother or safer flow of traffic can result
without significant disruption of the streetscape.
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{73 Stacked or valet parking plan
requirements.

(a) Stacking spaces for vwvehicle
parking or for auto rental/sales uses may be
allowed; provided, that the area utilized for
stacking spaces conforms with the parking lot
landscaping requirements of DMMC 18.44.105,
Stacking of required off-street parking spaces
shall not be allowed for employee or customer
parking. Stacking aisle widths shall be a minimum
of eight (8) feet, six (6) inches.

(b) Stacking spaces for commercial
uses other than vehicle parking or auto
rental/sales may be allowed through the use of
valet parking, upon approval of a wvalet parking
plan, by the City Manager or the City Manager’s
designee. The area of the lot utilized for
stacking spaces shall conform with the parking
lot landscaping requirements of DMMC 18.44.105.
Stacking aisle widths shall be a minimum of eight
(8) feet, six (6) inches. At a minimum, the wvalet
parking plan shall include, but not be limited
Toi

(i) A site plan showing the
location of the valet parking on the property;

(i1i) The hours of
operations;

(iii) A detailed description
of the wvalet parking system’s operation including
methods to control noise, glare from impacting
adjacent properties, and methods to eliminate any
impacts on adjacent or nearbky residential
neighborhoods;
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(iv) The name, address and
phone number of the operator of the valet parking.

Valet parking is allowed on or off-site. No valet
parking shall be allowed on public rights-of-way.

Sec. 6. DMMC 18.44.110 and section 11 of Ordinance No.
695 are amended to read as follows:

Parking and storage of recreational, utility, and
commercial vehicles in residential neighborhoods.

(1) Exemptions. Vehicles 10,000
pounds gross weight or less and not exceeding 20
feet 1in length or 7.5 feet in width, with or
without a mounted camper unit, which are primarily
used by the property owner for transportation
purposes are exempt from this subsection.

(2) Recreational and utility vehicles
are defined as travel trailers, folding tent
trailers, motor homes, truck campers removed from
a truck or pickup, horse trailers, boat trailers
with or without boats, and utility trailers.
Recreational and utility vehicles may be parked in
residential areas provided the following
conditions are met:

(a) Vehicles shall not i1ntrude
into publicly maintained rights-of-way or obstruct
sight visibility from adjacent driveways.

(b) Vehicles shall not be parked
in the front building setback unless there is no
reasonable access to the building side yards or
rear yards because of topography or other physical
conditions of the site.

(g Vehicles shall be maintained
in a clean, well-kept state which does not detract
from the appearance of the surrounding area.
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(d) At no time shall parked or
stored recreational vehicles be occupied or used
as permanent or temporary dwelling units on the

host’s premises for more than four (4) weeks
except when specifically allowed under DMMC
18.36.130.

(e) For the purposes of this

section, commercial vehicles are defined as any
vehicle the ©principal wuse of which 1is the
transportation of commodities, merchandise,
produce, freight, animals or passengers for hire.

(f) For the purposes of this
section, publicly maintained right-of-way is
defined as right-of-way currently opened and
maintained by City.

(3) Truck tractors, trailers, and large
commercial vehicles. Parking of commercial
vehicles 1is prohibited in residential areas,
except on a temporary and nonregular basis not
exceeding twenty four (24) hours when sight
visibility is not obstructed.

Sec. 7. Severability - Construction.

(1) If a section, subsection, paragraph, sentence,
clause, or phrase of this Ordinance is declared unconstitutional
or invalid for any ©reasocn by any court of competent
jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the
remaining portions ¢f this Ordinance.

(2) If the provisions of this Ordinance are found to be
incensistent with other provisions of the Des Moines Municipal
Code, this Ordinance is deemed to control.

//
//
//
//
/7
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Sec. 8. Effective date. This ordinance shall take effect
and be in full force thirty (30) days after its passage and
approval in accordance with law.

PASSED BY the City Council of the City of Des Moines this

12th day of September, 2013 and signed in authentication thereof
this 12th day of September, 2013.

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

VR

City Attorney

ATTEST

hw——

City Clerk

Published: September 20, 2013

Effective Date: October 12, 2013

LEGAL NOTICE
SUMMARY OF ADOPTED ORDINANCE
CITY OF DES MOINES

ORDINANCE NO. 1577, Adopted September 12, 2013.
DESCRIPTION OF MAIN POINTS OF THE ORDINANCE:

This Ordinance relates to the Des Moines Parking Code and amends
DMMC 18.44.040, 18.44.060, 18.44.097, 18.44.099 and 18.44.110.

The full text of the Ordinance will be mailed without cost upon
request.
Bonnie Wilkins
City Clerk

Published: September 20, 2013



